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DISCLAIMER 

Whilst The Bilge Rat is the magazine of the Liskeard branch of the 

Royal Naval Association, it should be clearly understood that the 

contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the  Association, the 

branch members or the Editor and should not therefore be interpret-

ed as such. 

A colour version of the Bilge Rat may be viewed on the RNA website. 

Branch website:  www.liskeard-rna.org.uk  
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

 

Birthdays for June 2023 

   

Members;  

 Life                6 

 Full              42 

 Associates   23 

 Total             73 

1st Sonya Treadwell 

5th Mike Riddiough 

9th Neil Bartlett 

13th Roger Beck 

14th Maureen Parker 

18th Arthur Craze 
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 REMEMBERING NATIONAL SERVICE 60 YEARS 

On 16th May 2023 I attended an event at The National Memorial Arbo-
retum organised by the Royal British Legion to mark 60 years since the 
last National Serviceman was demobbed. 

It was also an anniversary for me, as being a Police Cadet from 1953, 
with the intention of becoming a Police Officer at the age of 19 and a 
half, the Home office allow us to enter National Service at 17 and a 
half, so on 16 May 1955 I volunteered and entered the Royal Navy, 12 
months later on 16th May 1956 I witnessed my first atomic bomb deto-
nated on the Monte Bello islands off the north west coast of Australia. 

A thousand ex National Servicemen and their families and friends at-
tended the event together with representatives of the Armed Forces 
and Cadets. The Union Standard, The RBL National Standard and 
Standards of the National Service Association, Royal Naval Associa-
tion, The Royal Marine Charity and the Royal Air Force Association be-
ing paraded. 

The Princess Royal, Princes Anne was the Guest of Honour and in her 
address thanked all who had served as National Servicemen. Together 
with other principle participants in this event I had the honour of being 
introduced to Her Royal Highness at the National Service Memorial. 

Sadly I did not meet anyone who I had served with and only one who 
had served in the Royal Navy and he had been conscripted in 1949. 
Also as I was the only one present who had been involved in the UK 
nuclear testing program, and representing the Royal Navy National 
Servicemen, I featured in the film presentation at the service of remem-
brance. I was approached by a number of people at the conclusion 
who shook my hand and offered their thanks and congratulations, per-
haps the congratulations were on me still being alive. 

All in all an enjoyable and mov-
ing day and thanks must go to 
the organisers. 

Roger Grace 

ex Royal Navy National Ser-
viceman 

Royal Naval Association Salt-
ash and Liskeard 
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Veterans in Vintage Vehicle.  

Sunday the 7th May saw Jerry and myself join John Hunt in his       
Vintage MG Magnette to participate in the Social Run organised to  
celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III. 

Ensconced in the rear seat of said vehicle, with colour matching 
cushion to ease my vintage tail end and arm rests either side to 
keep me in my place, I was assigned the lofty role of "indicator 
watch keeper". 

Jerry was in the front passenger seat as navigator, whilst John ca-
pably held all other responsibilities. 

The car was built in 1955 
making her older than me 
but just younger than Jerry, 
hence the alliterative title of 
this piece. It shone like a 
superbly cut black sap-
phire. The love, care and 
attention showered upon it 
was easy to see. 

We headed off for Lanivet 
where we gathered 
amongst many other clas-
sic and vintage cars and 
motorcycles, their owners and guests, and to enjoy a bacon buttie 
with a welcome cuppa. 

There we were checked in, received the route navigation infor-
mation and had an opportunity to look at and enjoy the surrounding 
vehicles and share information and perhaps some shaggy dog sto-
ries. 

Being more mature in years (the car not it's crew) we set off earlier 
than the comparatively younger ones and drove along the Cornish 
roads and lanes taking in the stunning valley views, in glorious sun-
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shine and waving to the applauding and cheering public who lined the 
byways. (I felt a glimmer of what King Charles and his Queen must 
have felt the day before) Some bystanders were opportunistic walkers, 
others well rehearsed, having set up seating at vantage points.  

We wended our way through landscaped estates even spotting a herd 
of small deer gathered beneath the trees. 

We enjoyed a picnic lunch at Pencarrow gardens seated upon a new 
bench (images of three monkeys may spring to mind) whilst the warm-
ing spring sun shone upon us. The open landscape stretched before 
us was surrounded by immense trees, including a quite spectacular 
monkey puzzle. Whilst bright clumps of vibrant colour was provided by 
stunning Azaleas. 

Only those vehicles of a 
certain age formed a 
most photogenic circle in 
front of the house and 
John later informed us 
that it had featured on 
Spotlight later that even-
ing. The price of fame! 

So thank you to John for the invitation and experience. And thanks to 
Roger Grace, who by not feeling able to take up the invitation on this 
occasion opened the door for 
us.  

Shipmate Lynne Fleming 
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Coronation Drumhead Service 

On Sunday the 7th May, a Drumhead Ceremony was held on the pa-

rade  to celebrate the Town of Liskeard swearing allegiance to the 

King and also recognise Victory in Europe Day. 

The Town Crier read the proclamation which was followed by three 

cheers for the King, led by the Mayor Simon Cassidy. 

Wreaths were laid 

by MP Sheryl 

Murray and other 

Leaders of organ-

isations from 

around Liskeard. 

After the Parade 

we retired to the 

RBL for drinks 

and snacks. 
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Photo’s copied from 

the Royal British 

Legion  Facebook 

page. Taken by 

Lloyd Sluman. 
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15 YEARS OF MENTORING AT HMS RALEIGH 

 

In 2008 Torpoint Branch of the RNA were approached by the training 
Commander of HMS Raleigh with a view to Naval veterans mentoring 
new recruits, as they were unable to provide sufficient numbers they 
asked if we, Liskeard Branch, would like to assist. 

Gordon Strudwick, the late John Bartlett and myself volunteered our 
services 

 and so it all started. 

On Friday 5th May 2023 at the invitation of S/M Terry Whitty I attended 
a celebration of the 15 birthday of mentoring and witnessed the pass-
ing out parade. 

Terry is now the lead mentor and had arranged a gathering of current 
mentors, the divisional training staff and training commander to cele-
brate with a glass of port and a lovely cake, and unbeknown to me had 
put me on the spot, by asking me to outline to the gathering how the 
mentoring program started, which of course I was happy to do. 

Having left the mentoring program in 2015 I was pleased and im-
pressed to see how it has progressed and how much it is appreciated 
not only by the Commanding Officer and staff but by the parents of the 
recruits, some of whom I had the pleasure of chatting to. 

All I can say is thank you for inviting me, keep up the good work and 
long may it continue 

S/M Roger Grace 
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 Coronation Big Lunch 

On Monday  8th May a Big Lunch was held to celebrate the Corona-

tion of King Charles III. Approximately 20 members turned up all bear-

ing tasty treats for the table providing plenty of food for everyone. 

A few ciders were drunk and a bottle of rum was produced to toast the 

King. 

Despite the rain a pleasant sociable afternoon was had.  Many thanks 

to everyone for making it a great success. 

 

S/M Adam Strutt 



13 

Puzzle Page 

May quiz 

1. Here comes the Navy question: what “A class” submarine is the 

main exhibit at the Gosport Submarine Museum? 

2. How many sides has a heptagon? 

3. What is the most southerly point in Cornwall called? 

4. What brewer’s beer is sold in the Rovers Return in Coronation 

Street? 

5. Who is meant to have said “will no one rid me of this turbulent 

priest?” and about who? 

6. Where was the Great Emu War of 1932 fought and who won? 

7. Sadly, in March this year Paul O’Grady passed away. What was the 

name of his drag persona with which he gained fame in the 1980’s and 

1990’s? 

8. Which Kings remains were recently found interred in a Leicester car 

park? 

9. What is the furthest man made object from the sun? 

10. Where would you be if you were standing on The Spanish Steps? 

 

Answers Next Month 

 

S/M Tim Briggs 
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April Quiz  Answers 

1. Another Naval Film question. What was the name of the ship in the 

film (and really good book) “the cruel sea”?   HMS Compass Rose, 

a flower-class corvette. 

2. What are the two Major League Baseball teams in New York?

 The New York Mets and the New York Yankees. 

3. What is the absolute max break in snooker?  155: This is very 

rare and can only happen when a player fouls at the beginning of a 

game when no balls have been potted which leads to a free ball. 

Probably worth googling to get a complete answer. 

4. In May 2012 why did Lands End receive worldwide publicity? 

 It was the start of the 2012 Summer Olympics UK torch relay. 

5. My wife Fay is a Fly Fifer, what does this signify?   She comes 

from the County of Fife in Scotland, also known as “The Kingdom of 

Fife”. 

6. Who won the 2022 Army Navy Rugby match?  I’m afraid the 

Army did: score 9-3 I’m afraid. 

7. If I Gave a Hamilton for a beer in the USA and got a five spot, a 

dime and a nickel for change how much did the beer cost? 

 $4.85, a Hamilton is slang for a $10 note, it is his face on the 

note, he was a founding father of the United States., And of course, a 

five spot is a $5 note (bill?) 

8. What is a capercaillie?  A capercaillie is a bird and is the largest 

member of the grouse family, can be found in Scotland. 

9. Scenes for which James Bond movie were filmed at the Eden Pro-

ject?  The James Bond movie was “Die Another Day”. 

10. Which monarch was the Gunpowder Plot intending to assassi-

nate?  The King was James I 
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Social Calendar 2023 

 

23rd—25th Jun 

8th Jul 

28th—30th Jul 

21st Oct  

 

 

Armed Forces Day Falmouth 

Liskeard Show 

Boconnoc Show 

Trafalgar Night 

 

JOURNAL OF THE FEDERATION OF PLYMOUTH AND DISTRICT 

EX SERVICES ASSOCATIONS  

If anybody would like to read more on events outside of the Liskeard 

area, current and previous issues can be found at the link below. 

 

www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk 

http://www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk/
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Liskeard RNA usually meets on the last Thursday of the month, in 
the room above the Royal British Legion. The room and bar are open 
from 1930 and the meeting starts at 2000. You do not have to be ex 
Royal Navy to join. All are welcome.  

 

 

Anybody who has content for the Bilge Rat, please send to 

the Bilge Rat Hon Editor. 

Email: -  editor@liskeard-rna.org.uk 

Breakfast Club· Market Cafe Liskeard  

 Now meeting every Wednesday 0930 

and   2nd Saturday of the Month 0930 


